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              The Crown Needs You!!!

     Welcome to the 2019-2020 
school year.  The school newspaper 
is always looking for new writers, 
photographers and layout people.  
Stop by room 204 in the high school or 
email amacdonald@ridgefieldschools.com 
for more information.

Serendipity Needs You!!!!!
Do you like to write?  Do you like to draw? Are you interested in being part of the creative culture at RMHS?  If 
you answered yes to any of these questions then you need to get involved with Serendipity.  Serendipity is our 
school’s art and writing group.  See Ms. Ferraiuolo in room 202 for more information.

       Bergen County Courthouse and Old Jail House Visit
                                      by Mr. Polifrone

The Bergen County Courthouse is located in Hackensack NJ.  Students were given 
the opportunity to tour the courthouse and old jail, as well as experience and sit in 
live court cases.  The tour included the famous rotunda area of the building and the 

tour guide discussed the history and architecture of the courthouse.  Students spent the 
day learning about the different aspects of law and the court system.  They got to see 

firsthand how the court system works during a live case.  Superior Court Judge Kazlau 
spoke directly to the students about his daily responsibilities as well as answered 

questions. The old jail tour shows students the roughly 30 cells where prisoners were 
held which includes famous prisoners such as Frank Sinatra and Richard Kuklinski.
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              To go to College or Not to Go    By Brian Cho            
 In high school, many students are preparing to take another step and go 
to college. Many people are stressing over college applications, SAT, and GPA. 
College is a crucial factor in many people's lives. Many work hard in high school 
in order to get into a good school. However, many people don’t believe that college 
is truly worth it. Working straight out of high school instead of going to college 
has some benefits, however, going to college has another set of benefits. The final 

choice comes down to multiple factors, but ultimately is up to you. 

 Graduating with a degree from college is something that is extremely beneficial. Many jobs require 
some sort of degree and can increase the chances of making more money. Having a degree will also make 
you somewhat more needed by companies and at times, difficult to replace. This may boost job security 
and lead to higher pay. The last reason to go to college is the experiences you gain from college. Other than 
education, college can teach you life lessons and create memories/experiences that can only come from 
going to college. 

 Going to college brings about a significant number of benefits, however, not going to college can 
also be extremely beneficial. Working straight out of high school will let you earn money instead of going 
to school again. Also, you wouldn’t be in debt due to schooling. Those who don’t go to college and start 
working right away will also gain life experiences a lot quicker than students who go to school. Lastly, not 
going to college can give one a lot of independence. Those who have a plan that they know that they can 
accomplish might not want to go to college in order to spend more time on their 
plan. 

 Going to college is a decision that not all people might make. There are 
multiple pros and cons for both going to college and not going to college. One thing 
that may be similar is that both choices pertain to money. Money seems like an issue that comes up for 
anyone. Going to college will set you back at first, but can lead to more chances to earn more in the future. 
Not going to college won’t set you back but can lead to overall less yearly pay. Whatever path you take, 
working as hard as you can and putting in everything will lead to success. 

Jedi or Sith?
                                                                        by Juan Fonseca
            In 1977, George Lucas, becomes one of the most famous movie directors in history. This reason 
was from him making one of his best stories, Star Wars. Star Wars begins with a boy, Luke Skywalker, who 
confronts his fear to become a Jedi and helps the Rebellion take down the Empire. Then, in 2001, George 
lucas makes three more movies that explain the story of Anakin Skywalker, who becomes Darth Vader, and 
the father of Luke Skywalker. Many more movies of Star Wars were made to explain the war between the 
Jedi and Sith. Recently, the last Stars Wars movie, The Rise of Skywalker, Ever since the movies were out, 
people in real life are saying stuff like “Oh I would be a Sith Lord because they’re so much better” or “I’m 
definitely on the Jedi side cause they always win”. But honestly, what is a Jedi and a Sith? 

 On one side we have the Jedi, a member of the Jedi Order who they 
believe the force is used to be protectors of the galaxy united by their abilities 
of The Force. To become a Jedi, you’ll need to take away all emotions 
through calmness and meditation. The weapon of the Jedi, a lightsaber is 
used as a weapon of self defense. It is made by Kyber crystals that make pure 
energy with the colors of blue, green, purple, and yellow. A Jedi’s power 
enhances their speed, strength, and stamina with other abilities like Force 
push, Force illusions, and telekinesis. Jedi Masters (the highest rank), have 
abilities beyond imagination, such as self heal, self control pain, Force sense, 
and levitation.

 On the other corner we have the Sith, enemies of the Jedi, are members of the Sith 
order. They use the Force for power, to destroy the Jedi, and to rule the galaxy. Their 
source of power is driven by their madness, rage, greed, and loss that are pathways 
to the Dark Side. The same as a Jedi, they wield lightsabers but instead of various 
colors, they always stick with the color red. Unlike a Jedi, the power of the Dark 
Side is a pathway that is considered to be unnatural. Some examples would be like 
Force lightning, Force drain, Force rage which enhances their speed and strength, and 
Force scream. But unlike the Emperor, the most powerful Sith, he has the ability to be 
immortal by controlling the mini-chlorians around him.

 Both sides of good and bad are very powerful, but in the end, both sides are equal to each other as 
a balance. In my opinion, if I had to pick a side I would want to be a Sith lord. To think about it, you could 
be immortal and have almost unlimited power. Not only do people say what they think they are, they also 
do cosplays of the characters like Darth Vader, or Luke Skywalker. They dress up as these heroes or villains 
because they are inspired by them. Being a Jedi would sound cool, but I see the Dark Side more interesting. 
So here’s a good thought, what side are you on?

The Crown decided to tackle some of the most debatable topics in the world.  From "Going to college or 
Not "to "Jedi or Sith" enjoy our articles about debatable topics.
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Artificial Turf vs. Natural Grass
By Isabella Zoccali

           Athletes of nearly all sports or nearly 
any regular person have at one point played on a field. The surface in which the field was made of may have varied and 
everyone has their preferences. Two of the most widely used surfaces amongst fields are either artificial turf or natural 
grass. Although the use of which surface can depend on its purpose, they each have their positive effects while also 
having some negative impacts.
           For artificial turf, which I prefer, has multiple benefits over natural grass. One of the most major differences 
is the durability of synthetic turf lasting numerous years longer than real grass. With this, playing time and use of 
the field is increased as it is available at any time for use. It also requires little to no maintenance at all, some may 
only include simply brushing the turf off at the surface. Synthetic turf eliminates the need for harmful pesticides 
and fertilizers, a principal cause of water pollution which can lead to Algal Bloom, depleted oxygen and damage to 
wildlife. It additionally reduces emissions from maintenance equipment and mowers typically used for natural grass. 
Although more expensive upfront, payback is returned within only a few years. Over a longer period, estimated about 
20 years, the turf is a more budget-friendly option. Artificial turf will provide you with up to 20 years of maintenance-
free life as it won't fade or flatten. It is even UV stabilized and will retain its color and integrity season after season.
           Natural grass also has its benefits in which can outshine some aspects of turf. Many professional athletes 
including those of the United States men’s national team have had games that were supposed to take place on artificial 
turf withheld. This reason many favor this natural grass is that it decreases the risk of injury and it allows for complete 
connection with cleats as they fully sink into the dirt. On a hard turf surface, no natural layer allows for the safe 
traction of cleat connection and regular body contact with the field is also a harder impact. With natural grass, it is 
also much cooler than artificial turf, asphalt, cement or bare dirt. The allow for play in the sunnier times of a season. 
Involving installation, grass is temporarily a cheaper option since it repairs and regenerates itself.
           Comparisons between both surfaces lead to a collection of many different factors. From weather, to price, to 
safety concerns, whichever surface you decide to use for your training should always be accounted for. Although 
artificial turf quality has improved dramatically during the past five to 10 years, studies suggest athletes should take 
preventive measures when playing on either surface.

                                                                              New York vs. New Jersey
                                                                               by Lizbeth Montiel-Corona
 There is a lot of commotion between two states that are side to side from each other. Certainly being born in New 
York and living in Jersey, I can say that there are many things that can be said about both. Some are good and some are bad. 
Both states have their pros and cons but I personally attract more to New York since that was where I was born and lived the 
majority of my life in. 
  Compared to New Jersey there are more pros in New York involving fun and attractions. Even going on a train 
ride from one part of the city to another is fun in my opinion. Lets just say that New York City is well known for their 
“interesting” people that wander around especially in the subway. On one train ride you can witness a dance show or a little 
band playing music. New York City is also well known for their attractions like Times Square, Union Square, World Trade 
Center, Central Park, and etc. within one of these places you can do much and there isn't much money you have to spend if 
you don't want to use too much money. You can go window shopping or eat 
$1 pizza which is the best dollar pizza you will have. In jersey, it is hard to get around since everything is so spread out. In 
jersey, you have to forcefully get a car because it is so hard to get around. Even shopping you can't do because the malls are 
so far away. There just isn't much to do in New Jersey compared to New York City. 
 Although, New Jersey might not have the best attractions. They have a better living environment. For example, 
here in New Jersey it's much safer, especially around the area I am located in. There isn’t much crime unlike in New York 
City. When I had first lived in Queens, there wasn't much crime but then things started escalating in the sense that the 
neighborhood was getting more dangerous. Another good living benefit of living in New Jersey is the amount of money you 
pay for a house or when you pay rent. When I was living in Queens, my family was renting a 5th floor apartment where there 
wasn't no elevator it wasnt that big of an apartment with two rooms; the rent was approximately 2,000 a month. Unlike here 
we rent a big apartment and we live on the first floor for 1,500. So for sure New Jersey has a better environment to live in. 
 The state of New York and New Jersey are two completely environments and although I live in New Jersey, I can say 
that I prefer better New York. I was born there and I just know more people here. If I were to choose between moving back 
and stay in Jersey, I would most definitely go back to New York. 
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ROYAL MEDLEY
Facebook vs. Instagram 

by Jeremey Moran Barohana

 Facebook and instagram are two of the most famous social networks in the world, although 
the applications are from the same company, it is always a small rivalry between which is better 
or which is more used. But both facebook and instagram were easily for different functions. 
Facebook is a platform aimed at establishing contacts and connecting with friends. It is for people 
who connect with people they know. As is quite evident by its motto "Be connected". To make 
networking with friends fun and amazing, it allows you to post, send messages, share, comment 
and like various things.
          While Instagram says "Capture and share the moments of the world". Instagram is a platform 
to share quality images and short videos. People follow their friends for obvious reasons, but they 
also follow strangers as they offer them something, be they memes, fashion, whatever.
Personally I like to use more Facebook than Instagram, because it has functions that I like more, 
for example being able to react with different moods in the post of friends, it is a function that 
Instagram does not have and I do not think it comes to have. The reason I like that about Facebook 
is that you can convey to your friend what your post generates without having to comment.       
Other reasons why I like Facebook more is because it has the same features as Instagram in both 
applications you can publish stories, upload photos, talk with your friends, etc. So I don't see the 
need to use so much instagram.
          Now let's talk statistics: While Facebook’s head start may give it an advantage in terms of 
user base and popularity, Instagram’s growth has been extremely strong and is continuing to climb. 
Let’s look at some of the key stats.
Facebook statistics
2.38 billion monthly active users
96% of active user accounts accessed the social network via a mobile device
40% of consumers said that they watch the most videos on Facebook
65 million small businesses have Facebook Pages
89% of marketers say they use Facebook as part of their brand’s social strategy
Instagram statistics
1 billion monthly active users
500 million daily active Instagram Stories users worldwide
37% of US Internet users are on Instagram
60% of Instagram users visit the platform daily
65% of marketers say they use Instagram as part of their brand’s social strategy
As you can see, Facebook might have larger vanity numbers but Instagram’s stats are very 
impressive—particularly in terms of engagement. Instagram has built itself up as a platform that 
thrives on users being able to engage with the visual content brands share.
On the other hand, those huge numbers from Facebook have made it so that small businesses 
feel obligated to start a Facebook Page even if they don’t necessarily plan on being active on it. 
Facebook has cemented itself as a staple in the social media marketing world.
   

Come out and see your classmates and friends as RMHS holds its annual school musical.  
Under the direction of Mr. Voorhis, the 2020 proudction will be Mamma Mia!  Performance 

dates are March 13th and 14th.  See Mr. Voorhis or the main office for ticket information.

Photos: Alek Berberoglo
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by Allen Melkonian

            In the NBA there is two New York teams which is the Nets and Knicks.There is not that 
much history between these two teams because the Brooklyn nets became the Brooklyn Nets in 
2013 before they were the New Jersey Nets.In the past couple years there has been a debate that 
who is the better New york team the Knicks or Nets.I am a Knicks fan so I obviously think the 
Knicks are better but the Nets are a good team with Kevin Durant and kyrie Irving but both of 
them are injured right now so I think the Knicks and Nets are kind of equal to each other right 
now.It is the battle of New York every game between these two team is crazy and intense and it is 
for the bragging rights.Since the two teams have not met in playoff game in 2013 they have not 
have a crazy rivalry yet there just considered rivals because there both from New York.Hopefully 
in the future the rival will get better in the future for example like more playoff games which will 
make it much more intense.Its a good rivalry but it is going to get even better.Another big debate is 
sports again but this time it is football now.The teams are the Giants and Jets this is also a big rival 
because again they are both from New York.The jets have been owning the giants these past years 
because every time the Giants versus the Jets most of the Jets win.Which is saying that the Jets have 
been more recently.Jets have won this year and three years ago so they won the past two times.
This debate is like the Nets and the Knicks because they are both New York and everyone wants to 
argue who is the better New York team.The Jets have bragging rights of winning the recent games 
but the Giants have the bragging right of championships.The Jets and Giants will always go at it for 
the better New York but they have never met in the super bowl.If they meet in the superbowl ever 
then whoever wins will be the better New york team and it will also be an insane game of two New 
York teams going at it.For The Nets and the Knicks I think they can meet in the playoffs and go at 
it over there and whoever wins that series can also settle the debate.For both sports and both teams 
they need to be good for these situations to happen but unfortunately these four teams have not been 
the best of the teams but hopefully it gets better just so the debate get more intense and heated.For 
basketball I am a Knicks fan and for Football I am a Jets fan so I will always be supporting the Jets 
and the Knicks over the Giants and Nets and I will always think the Jets and Knicks are the best 
New York teams.

Job or no job?
                                                       by Junnie Chung
          At a young age, most of us are introduced about the topic of money, taught how to use it, and 
oftentimes told to use it carefully. As a child money usually isn’t a big concern to a lot of us but 
growing up everyone seems to run into some kind of problem with money. When your a kid usually 
you won’t have a lot of money to throw around, so when you see something you want, usually 
you would ask your parents, and the more you asked the more often the answer would be no. Soon 
enough highschool comes around the corner and you reach the age where you can finally get some 
kind of job. Of course, it most likely will not be a glamorous job, maybe a job as a cashier, or a line 
cook, but a job is a job and you’re probably going to be making much more then your allowance 
(if you have one). A job will guarantee at least a couple 20s in your pocket (if spent carefully) and 
much more freedom to spend on things you want. You won’t have to spend time thinking about 
how to ask your parents for something you want half as much as you usually do because now you 
have pocket money! However, on the other hand, having a part-time job can also be a nuisance 
at times, on top of the continuous pile of homework and tests you now have a 1-8hr job. It can be 
extremely hard to balance more than one thing on your plate at a time, so having a job can mean 
less of your focus is on school. If your in any type of club that’s demanding, such as any sports 
club it could be even more difficult to balance everything. With a sport that requires you to be at 
school after school hours, it might even be impossible to have both a job and be on a team. If you’re 
really into the sport your currently doing it might be best to give up the job and keep going with the 
team. However, if your only balancing school and a job it might be a benefit to have a job. Other 
then extra money you would also learn time management, how to pay taxes, the requirements and 
standards to have a job, etc. Overall, the pros and cons of having a job can differ depending on what 
your daily schedule might look like, but if you feel like you can handle a job on your schedule, the 
benefits can certainly outweigh the cons.

     Starbucks vs. Dunkin
       by Lia Almonte
 
 As a person who really likes coffee, I find that my friends and I are always arguing over which is better. I like both 
places, they each have really good coffee. But personally, I do like Dunkin a little bit better. For starters, it’s cheaper. Every 
time I go to Starbucks and get a drink and something to eat I can easily spend more than $15. Rather than at Dunkin, I can 
get a drink and something to eat and spend less than that.
 On top of that, Dunkin has more eating options too. At Starbucks, all you can get are overpriced pastries. I think 
Dunkin is a better fit for me too because it’s a more fast-paced placed. I don’t always have the time to sit down and drink my 
coffee. I can go into Dunkin and get my coffee and be out quick. Sometimes at Starbucks, the lines are too long and I don’t 
have the time to wait.
 While I will say that Starbucks does have more options for drinks, I think it’s overhyped. I think that Starbucks is 
more “popular” just because of its name. I don’t think there’s anything that really stands out, you know? At the end of the 
day, I think that Dunkin’s coffee tastes better. I can order the same drink at both places and I prefer Dunkin’s. 

Should Students get High School Jobs?
                                                by Kristina Hong
           High school is a series of transitions to help prepare us for the oncoming 
adulthood, meaning a lot of learning. One of the things we may have to juggle with is 
how to work in a real-world environment. Due to the requirements of our education, 
students cannot have full-time jobs and instead have part-time jobs. However, this 
doesn’t decrease the amount of significance as both induce the same basic 
responsibilities. Although there may be hard obstacles with this new set of 
responsibilities, there are certain benefits that come with it too.
 When we obtain a part-time job, there are less room to do certain activities 
that are required to be admitted into a college or an activity that may widen your 
social circle. Work may not even be fun, especially when you’re not doing it for 
an intrinsic purpose. High school is a time of your life that can’t ever be repeated 
and should be filled with great memories. However, work may strip you of forming 
new memories with new/old mates. It can also unload unto you a ton of stress. 
After all, you’ll be dealing with customers and not all customers are pleasant to 
deal with. When you add on work to the amount of schoolwork and activities you 
may have, you will undoubtedly get stressed unless you manage to balance out 
the load or work is a place of happiness for you. Stress is usually not a fun factor 
unless you’re a person who appreciates the motivation.
 However, there are benefits that may help lead you to obtain these intrinsic purposes. First off, the most obvious, is 
the pay you receive from working. This profit may provide the need to aid in the payment of your tuition or when you want 
something for your own pleasure. Perhaps it can be used for gifts or donations. Whatever it is, you have the means to get 
something you want. This leads into how the workplace leads you into learning worldly skills that indict responsibility. For 
example, it can teach you time and financial management; time management because you must be on time for work or else 
you’re fired, and financial management because you must organize your spendings and fundings for future use. It’s always 
better to learn these skills early than never as you may become an independent consumer/producer. The workplace settings 
can also introduce new friends who can always alter your life for the good.
 The work field may introduce new hardships, but you will always gain something from it. So, if you don’t happen to 
have extracurricular activities or anything of that sort, give working a try. It’ll always help. 

Which Season Is The Best?
                                                                                     by Venita Nandlall
 If you had to pick between summer, winter, spring, or fall, which season would you favor over the others? Spring and 
fall are a good mix between winter and summer, but they are not the best seasons. Summer is the best season due to multiple 
reasons. During the summertime you can get access to beaches, carnivals, and more. However, in the winter places like the 
beach are not open due to the cold and harsh weather. It would be hard to enjoy swimming in the ocean while the weather is 
below freezing. During the summer, school is no longer in session and students are free to do whatever they please during their 
break. While in the winter, students are given a break that is shorter in comparison to the number of days that students get off 
in the summer.

 In addition to there being a limited amount of school days, you do not have to worry about certain weather factors 
affecting your ability to leave the house safely. In snow or ice, the streets become slippery which forces drivers to be extra 
cautious and slow on the road in order to avoid accidents. During the summertime the most that you have to worry about is, 
how hot it will be outside. Summer also provides a better environment for plants to grow. People who depend on agriculture 
as an occupation also depend on the hot weather in order to plant crops. When it is cold outside, the crops that are planted are 
more likely to die due to the fact that they are not in their optimal temperature.

           Summer is even better than winter due to the fact that certain foods can be bought at a cheaper price. Since most fruits 
can be easily produced in the summer, they are produced at a faster rate. They are also sold at a lower price since they do not 
have to be flown in from another country. In the winter it is more expensive to buy fruits or other foods due to the fact that they 
have to be produced in another country or region. Summer is also a time where people can wear light and fashionable clothing. 
It is usually more comfortable to wear light clothing rather than heavy clothes or jackets. During the winter, mostly everyone 
wears thick jackets and coats while they are outside in order to prevent getting sick. Thick jackets tend to get in the way and 
they take up a lot of space. You do not have to worry about this issue in the summer, because jackets are not a necessity in the 
hot weather. In general, the summertime is better than any other season, because it comes with many benefits that the other 
seasons do not provide.
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Yoga Club

RMHS has created 

their first ever 
Yoga Club! Crown 

editors Anisa and 

Mya suggest you 

join, if you have any 
questions please 

see Ms.Reardon and 

Ms.Cubillan. 

Large Circle vs Small Circle: Which is Better? 
                                                      by Lillian Watson 
 One huge internal struggle most students have in high school is in regards to their circle. 
The friends that surround you, influence you and life in highschools as a whole. One thing most 
highschoolers strive for is having a large circle with a lot of friends, while others may prefer to 
have small circles of friends. Your circle is completely up to you,  but the real question is which 
option may be better for those who cannot pick? What are the pros and cons? Well, the true 
answer is evident for quite a few reasons.
 Overall, a circle of friends is something that many people hold close. They help you 
develop who you are as a person or what you do, open you to new things and can serve as a 
place to vent or as people to give advice to.  In high school, there are plenty of circles upon 
just looking at the cafeteria, but the ultimate debate is always between if a large friend group 
is better in comparison to a small friend group. When looking at a large circle, it is positive on 
the surface. It boosts confidence, makes you more comfortable in front of large groups, can 
even make you more open-minded. However, if you look at the cons of a large friend group are 
proved problematic. A large circle can make it more prone to people talking behind your back, 
being fake, overall drama, and even bias if some people in the group fight at all. A large circle 
can turn toxic quickly, despite popularity status is positive. On the other hand, when having a 
small circle, you tend to be closer with your friends and more comfortable, and there is less of 
a chance of drama, fakeness between friends and uncertainty overall. A small circle is better 
due to there being less negative aspects to it. Smaller circles can result in more trust forming 
between form, and are the safer and more positive option. 
Small circles can be a way more positive in comparison to the large amounts of friends some 
people may have. However, there is always a chance of negativity in the small circle and more 
positivity in the large circle. Everything always depends on the person, who they may be around and 
life as a whole. So overall, what do you think? Is it better to have a large circle or a small circle?  The School’s opinion: 

Large Circle: 12 votes
Small Circle:  38 votes
About 75% of 50 votes taken believed a small circle was 
more beneficial due to the different facts stated above! 

Having a lot of Friends
 VS

 Having a few Friends
 Morgan Semeraro

  I believe having a few close friends is better, regardless if you’re an introvert or an extrovert.The truth of the matter is you can’t be close and tight 
with every single friend you make. By having lots of friends, many people create many friendships, but most of the relationships, if not all, are shallow. What 
good is to be surrounded by lots of people, if they don’t even really know you, who you are, your ambitions, your interests, and stuff like that? I think being 
surrounded by many people does seem appealing, but there's a such thing as feeling lonely in a crowded room. I simply focused more on my inner circle 
of close friends. At that point, I saw the effects of not having lots of friends. If you enter rooms where your close friends aren’t, you have nobody to talk to 
because everyone else is already talking to their friends. I think high school makes it seem like having lots of friends is better. I think the media also supports 
that because we see it in movies and tv shows all the time. I think after high school, it’s easier to realize that few friends are better. It's always better to have a 
few good and true friends by your side rather than having so many acquaintances because the more people you deal with, sometimes it just adds to your burden 
and more nonsense you have to put up with. Out of my experience you always want a small group you can trust, it’s less drama less problems and you need 
to surround yourself with people who care about the friendship. Don’t get me wrong. It’s great to have a lot of friends. But somehow, with time, you begin 
realising that not everyone is your friend. When you have fewer friends who have been part of myriad life changing experiences, you begin trusting them 
innately and you never have to worry about them ever hurting you. This is something that took me a while to comprehend. I didn’t always segregate the people 
I know. To me, pretty much anyone I knew fairly well or had a history with, was a friend. Thinking about it made me realise that many people I know are 
actually just acquaintances! Now, my energy and the space in my mind is to have people who really matter and care about me.

Having A Lot Of Friends VS Having A Few Friends
Hannah Park

 When I was in first grade, I used to think that having a lot of friends meant everything in the world. I thought that only having a few friends made 
you a loser and that nobody liked you, so I was always self-conscious about the number of friends I had around me. But as I grew older, I realized that I was 
completely wrong. I came to learn that having a few friends is just as great as having a lot of them. Some people think having a lot of friends is better than 
having a few friends while some people think the opposite. I personally think having a few friends is better than having a lot of them. 

 When having a lot of friends, it’s harder to maintain a close relationship with everyone in the friend group since there’s so many of them to go around. So 
in a friend group with a lot of people, the relationships they usually have with one another are not as deep or tight as the relationships people with a few friends 
would have with one another. This is because when you only have a few friends, it’s easier to get to know them better since you have the time and space to go 
around to each of them and learn about them. Some people may say they’d rather have a lot of friends and have a “simple” relationship with their friends, but in 
my opinion, I think it’s much better to have friends you can trust that really know you and care for your thoughts and feelings. 

 Although there are some disadvantages to having a few friends like the fact that you get more bored or lonely easily and that you have more to lose, I 
feel that these disadvantages are worth the deep and trusted relationship you can form and have with your few faithful friends. If I had a lot of friends, I think 
it would be hard for me to go up to one of them and tell them something I’m going through or need advice on, since I wouldn’t know or have someone I could 
really go to and share my feelings with. Overall, I think that it’s much better to have a few friends that you hold a meaningful and trusted bond with where you 
are comfortable enough to tell them anything, rather than having a lot of friends with no one you could really trust. 
 

Great Debate
by Michael Kim

 My debate topic is “Does school prepare kids for the future?”. The question is easily answered by teachers and adults who would say yes. But from 
the perspective of a student, I find certain things odd or out of place for my future. I find that school does not cater to certain needs of kids but instead put you 
into a system, there’s nothing different about some of these kids. We are all the same, we come to school, do what we are told and leave. It’s a vicious cycle 
without expression of any kind. As interesting as it is to learn about the history of other countries, I never find myself conversing about things like that with other 
students. My conversations are more about, what do I want to do when I’m older, how am I going to do it, will I be able to do it. I want classes for things that 
seem so natural to adults that are foriegn to kids. Things like paying taxes, buying a house and things of that nature. Instead I am learning angles and sides of 
triangles, which I understand improves my mind and allows me to grow smarter, but that will mean nothing if I graduate and still have no clue what I’m doing 
with myself. I also feel that our school should offer help with college applications, some of these seniors, as much as I love them, struggle with them as they’ve 
never seen them before. I think it’d be beneficial to have the ability to go into a class during a period and simply work on it with some of the teachers who know 
what they are doing. Another gripe I have about school is the repetitiveness of it all, I wish my schedule fluctuated or had breaks in between, I am so tired of 
coming to school and just constantly doing the same things every day. It becomes tiring and doesn’t keep me on my toes as I already know what is going to 
happen each and every period. Maybe I am simply too young to understand the concept of school and my ignorance is shadowing my ability to see beyond what I 
feel. But, these are my feelings about school and what it will do for my future. 

Cable Vs. Netflix
Richard Moscol

            Nowadays people are watching Netflix more than they’re watching Cable Tv, and I’m one of them. 
Back then when I was young, I’d watch cable Tv all the time. I’d watch Drake and Josh on Nickelodeon, 
Adventure Time on Cartoon Network, and The Suite Life of Zack and Cody on Disney channel. Those were 
some of my favorite childhood shows. Over time I began watching less cable Tv and more of Netflix. Here 
are some reasons why people enjoy watching Netflix more than cable tv. Streaming services like Netflix tend 
to be cheaper than cable table. According to this website, “SurveyMonkey” it states that, “more than half 
(58.5%) indicate that streaming services are cheaper than cable/satellite and a third say that streaming is more 
convenient for on-demand programming than cable/satellite services.” I agree with the fact that streaming is 
more convenient than cable/satellite services. For example, if you wanted to keep watching a movie or show 
and you’re not home, you could open your streaming app on your phone and continue watching. I do the 
same thing all the time when I’m in school or if I had somewhere to go.On Netflix, there’s countless movies 
and shows that wouldn’t air on cable. For example, the show called, “YOU” wouldn’t air on cable tv. There’s 
some shows that air on cable tv first, and then goes on Netflix later, and some shows that don’t. The show, 
“YOU” would be one of them and it’s a shame because this show is so intriguing. I couldn’t stop myself 
from watching the show since each episode got better and better. I soon became obsessed with it, just like 
how Joe, the main character became obsessed with Beck. Beck is a student in New York who is trying to be a 
writer, and she had problems with her life. Joe decided to fix them for her and by doing that, many problems 
started to form. Things didn’t end well towards the end since decisions had to be made. If you haven’t 
watched this Netflix original show, you should. The last reason why people enjoy using Netflix is because 
there’s no commercials when you’re watching a movie or show. When I would watch cable tv, I would get 
annoyed at how the commercials would constantly come, and sometimes the commercials would be too long 
for my liking. With Netflix, we don’t need to wait to watch movies or shows. We could pause at any time we 
want and then play it once we’re not busy anymore. These are some reasons why Netflix is better than cable tv.
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Do you like to write?  Do you like to take 

photographs?  Do you like computer de-

sign?  If you answered yes to any of these 

questions then you should join the staff 

for the 2019-2020 yearbook staff.  See 

Mrs. Holley for information.

Page 11Ridgefield Alumni
Royals graduate each year and take the world by storm.  Enjoy these pictures of 

some of our RMHs Alumni as adults. enjoy pages 10-13 of our Royal Alumni.

The Mackey Siblings                    The Class of 2008

        Mr. and Mrs. Fugnitti     The Bonaguaros

The Crumpler Sisters

Richie, Jeremy, Sasun and Ivan

Isaac Yun and Natasha Yi   Anna Ward and Julia Cavallo

   Jannice Park

The Guarin Brothers The Congalton Siblings

Eunice Kim and Dylan Grana
Sarah Klausner and Victoria 
Lopez

Eamon, Francesa, Santo and 
Daniela

The Piccini Siblings

Derek Piccini and Family

Barbara and Antoinetta Zoino 

Megan Sommer and Christyn Barbieri

Mr. and Mrs. Savinovich

Class of 2017

Daniele Zoino with his sisters Barbara and 
Antoinetta

A wonderful group of Alumni

Emmanuel and Sammy Vasquez

Jason and Sean Serafino Jayme, Jon and Jillian Quaregna

Vanessa and Michelle Rutz

Andrew Lala and Chris Ganci Alex Bush and Joe Judge
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Best Pals from the Class of 2009     The Edson Sisters The O'Hara Sisters

       The Capozzi Sisters

     Class of 2004         Berta and Lee
Goldman and Pizzuta

          The Class of 2004         The  Class of 2019 

    Eamon Catherina, Santo Guinta, 
and Chris Martucci



Laura Vaughan and Becky Miller

Yasmine Ayala and Benny Turano

The Clough Twins

   Dawn and Tyler Keegan and families

Amanda Baric and Michael Ragone

Nikki, Alex and ElizabethAlumni from the 1990s

Coach Archbold and Peter K.
Toscano, Steitz and Demaio

The Adamopoulos Brothers

Lecky, Coach Wagner and Hassani
Ivana, Jenna, Frankie and Amanda

The Hidalgo Brothers


